
      
   

      

     
     

  

      
    

 
       

 
      

    
    

   
    

      
      

    
     

   
    

   
      

     
   

  

       
   

     
    

  
 

Richard Joseph Lynn aka “Dickie” is a former resident of Islamorada. Born in Michigan, his parents 
moved to Islamorada when he was a small child. He attended school here until his Father was killed in a 
car accident. He quit school to work full time and help his Mother. 

In the late 70’s and early 80’s the Florida Keys became a hotbed of smuggling. Local residents were 
routinely recruited to help smuggle marijuana and later cocaine. Dickie was lured by the easy money 
and became a proficient smuggler. 

In 1989 he was arrested with 22 others and charged with 17 counts of smuggling cocaine and marijuana. 
Of the 23 people arrested and found guilty in the case, Dickie is the only defendant who remains 
incarcerated.  All other were released after serving less than ten years in prison with the exception of 
one who served 17 years.  It is important to note; none of these crimes involved violence or weapons. 

The Appellate Court later over turned the verdict after finding the Government guilty of prosecutorial 
misconduct. The Assistant U.S. Attorney had placed a witness on the stand knowing full well the witness 
was lying under oath.  To avoid a long, expensive and embarrassing retrial, all defendants, with the 
exception of Dickie were offered reduced sentences. The prosecutorial misconduct was a terrific 
embarrassment for the Southern District of Alabama, particularly for the Assistant who prosecuted the 
case, but even more so for the U.S. Attorney—Jeff Sessions. 

Dickie’s right to appeal this egregious sentence was denied because he had escaped from prison. He was 
soon caught in Mississippi while planning another cocaine smuggle. Upon his arrest, he fully co-operated 
with Federal authorities leading to other arrests, as well as the seizure and forfeiture of millions of 
dollars in cash and assets. The U.S. Attorney in Mississippi wrote letters to the U.S. Attorney in 
Southern Alabama outlining Dickie’s cooperation and requesting Dickie be granted a Rule 35 hearing for 
reduction of sentence. This was denied without consideration. 

Over the last 29 years the U.S. Attorney’s office for the Southern District of Alabama has continued its 
persecution of Dickie. They named his ex-wife as a “Separatee” denying him the opportunity to see her 
and allow her to bring his children and now his grandchildren. They have stood staunchly in his way of 
any appeals as he is the only defendant for whom they can take out their frustration for the 
embarrassing prosecutorial misconduct. 

Note: The Federal Agents who investigated and prosecuted Dickie’s case, have all written letters 
supporting clemency for Dickie and have called for the U.S. Attorney’s Office to end their egregious 
conduct and persecution of Richard Joseph Lynn. As a retired DEA Agent, who worked in the Keys, I 
whole heartedly join them in their support for clemency. 

Dickie’s health is failing.  He is 64 years old. For 26 years he has been documented as a “model 
prisoner”. He does not deserve to die in prison. 


